Fresh Cut and Live Tree Fire Safety Regulations
.01 Purpose.

Thischapter establishesfire safety standardsregarding the display of evergreensin certain new and
existing buildingsand/or occupanciesas prescribed herein.

.02 Scope.

Thesefire safety standardsfor use of ever greensapply to the following occupancy classifications as
prescribed by the National Fire Protection Association, Life Safety Code, asadopted by
incor poration by reference by the State Fire Prevention Commission:

A. Assembly;

B. Educational;

C. Hospitals, Limited Care Facilities, and Nursing Homes;
D. Detention and Correctional;

E. Hotels, Motels, and Dor mitories);

F. Residential Board and Care;

G. Day Care;

H. Merchantile; and

I. Business

.03 Definitions.
A. Inthischapter, the following terms have the meaningsindicated.

B. TermsDefined.

(1) "Code" meansthe National Fire Protection Association Life Safety Code.

(2) "Evergreen tree" meansa Blue Spruce, Scotch Pine, or DouglasFir tree.

(3) "Fresh Cut Tree" meansand evergreen treewhich hasbeen cut, sawn or likewiseharvested
with theintention of decorativedisplay within abuilding or structure.

(4) "Livetree" meansa container grown balled and burlap or balled and potted treethat has
been uprooted and itsroots protected by an earthen ball.

(5) "Occupancies' meansoccupancy classifications as prescribed by the National Fire
Protection Association Life Safety Code.

(6) "Artifical tree" meansaman-madetree produced from paper, plastic, wood, metal, natural
or syntheticfiber, or any other natural or chemical composition or combination of such materials
arranged to imitateor otherwiseresemble any speciesof evergreen tree.

.04 Display.

A. Only afresh cut treeor livetreesasdefined in these regulations shall be per mitted to be
displayed in the occupancieslisted in section .02 of thisregulation if itsdisplay complieswith this
chapter. No other species of fresh cut treesshall be permitted to be displayed in said occupancies.

B. A liveor fresh cut tree shall not be displayed in thefollowing occupancy classifications:
(1) Nursing Homes, Hospitals, or Limited Care Facilities;
(2) Detention and Correctional;
(3) Educational;
(4) Residential Board and Care;



(Exception: Small Residential Board and Car e Facilitiesthat arefully protected by an
automaticfiresprinkler system that complieswith the National Fire Protection Association
Standards 13, 13R, or 13D.)

(5) Day care.

(Exception: Day Care Homes)

C. Anartifical treeshall bepermitted to bedisplayed in the occupancieslisted in section .02 if it
hasbeen labeled or certified asflameretardant or flameresistant by atesting labor atory recognized
by the Office of the State Fire Marshal. No other typeof artifical tree shall be permitted to be
displayed in said occupancies.

.05 Tagging of Trees.

A. Atagasprescribed in thisregulation shall be affixed to a fresh cut tree by the grower.
Information required by section .05 of thisregulation shall be recorded on thetag, and thetag shall
be affixed to thetreeat thetime of the original fresh cut. Thetag shall remain on thetree and shall
bereadily accessible at all timesfor inspection pruposes.

B. A fresh cut treeshall becut in the presence of the user or on the date on which the user isto
obtain thetree.

C. TheOfficeof the State Fire Marshal shall providetreetagsand assign serial numberstotree
growers. Thetreegrower ishenceforth responsiblefor thetagsassigned tp them by the StateFire
Mar shal.

D. Theformat for thetag shall be asshown in thisregulation:

Fresh Cut Christmas Tree Certification

Serial No.

Speciesof Tree

Date of Fresh Cut:

Date Tree Must be Placed in Building:

Date Tree Must be Removed from Building:

THISTAG SHALL BE DISPLAYED IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE MARYLAND STATE
FIRE PREVENTION CODE AND MAY NOT BE REMOVED OR ALTERED UNDER PENALTY
OF LAW.

On thereverse of thetag shall beaform torecord the date, timeand initials of the person(s)
assigned theresponsibility to water thetree and maintain thetreein afire safety condition.

E. Livetreesshall not berequired to betagged by the grower.
.06 Placement and Maintenance.

A. A fresh cut tree used in per mitted occupanciesshall be placed in the occupancy within two (2)
daysof theoriginal cutting.

B. Immediately prior to placement in a permitted occupancy, each fresh cut tree shall have an
additional fresh cut made acr ossthe base of thetrunk at least two (2) inchesfrom the butt of thetree.
No bark shall beremoved from the basal area of thetree. Immediately after thefresh cut ismade,
each tree shall be placed in atree stand which shall have a minimum water capacity of two (2)
gallons. Also, loose needles and other debrisshall beremoved beforethetreeisdisplayed.

C. A fresh cut tree may be displayed within an occupancy or building for a maximum of 21 days
from theoriginal placement in the building.



D. The StateFireMarshal or local fire prevention authority having jurisdiction:

(1) Shall approvetheplacement of afresh cut or livetreein any occupancy under this
regulation;

(2) Shall limit thenumber of fresh cut treesdisplayed in any occupancy aslisted in this
regulation;

(3) Shall havetheauthority to order theremoval of any tree, fresh cut or live, from a building
or occupancy ifitis

believed that the condition of thetree poses a hazard to life safety.

E. A person displaying atree shall not:
(1) Obstruct an exit or placeatreein acorridor, exit way, or other meansor egress;
(2) Placeatreenear aheating vent or other fixed or portable heating device which could cause
thetreetodry out prematurely or ignite;
(3) Display afresh cut tree morethan ten (10) feet tall, excluding the tree stand.

F. Decorations.
(1) Decorativegift packages, combustibletree skirtsand/or combustible decor ations shall not be
placed on, under, or around aliveor fresh cut tree. (Exception: Liveor fresh cut treesdisplayed in a
building protected throughout by an approved automatic sprinkler system.)

G. Decorative Lighting and Lights

(1) Only approved electric decorativelights, including cordlesslights, and all associated wiring
for said decor ative lightswhich have been tested, listed and bear the mark of atesting laboratory
recognized by the Office of the State Fire Mar shal shall be permitted to be used on afresh cut or live
tree.

(2) Electriclightsshall not be used on ametal artificial tree.

(3) Flame producing devices, such as, but not limited to candles, shall not be used on or near
any typetree.

(4) Useof electrical extension cordsshall comply with safe practicesfor said devices. Electrical
extension cordsshall not be placed acrossatraveled area, such asacorridor or aisle, wherethe
extension cord could become damaged or cause atripping hazard, unlessthe deviceis suitably
protected and secured by proper conduit or other approved protective guard.

H. Each liveor fresh cut tree shall be stored either outsidein a shaded area, or in an enclosed,
unheated area until it isdecorated.

I. An owner or operator of abuilding or particular occupancy shall daily maintain wateringin the
treestand to prescribed levels, and maintain arecord of thewatering of atree. Additionally, upon
therequest of amember of the Office of the State Fire M ar shal or local fire prevention authority
having jurisdiction, the owner or operator shall produce said record for inspection. Such record shall
beincorporated aspart of thetag requirementsas stated in section .05D.

.07 Enfor cement.

A. Liveor fresh cut treesnot complying with the provisions of thisregulation shall beremoved
from abuilding or occupancy.

B. The Office of the State Fire Marshal or local fire prevention authority having jurisdiction shall
enforcethisregulation.

C. Inacounty or municipality with more stringent standar ds, the stanar ds of that county or

municipality shall apply.

Thank you for your concern and cooperation in the enfor cement of these provisions. If you have any
questionsor



commentsyou can contact Division of Fire Code Enforcement @ 240-777-2457 or email ( could you
makean icon for email and placeit here.)



